
 
 
 
 

January 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Thank you all for your Christmas wishes! We hope that you all had a restful and happy two weeks. We are 
excited to get back to school and start another term of learning with Otter class. 
 
Teachers 
As per last term, myself (Miss Clegg) will be teaching Otter class on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. Mrs Day will be teaching on Wednesdays. 
 
Curriculum 
This term we will be asking the question ‘When was the worst time to be ill?’ in our history topic, followed by 
‘How important is water?’ in geography. In English, we are working towards writing a film pitch for ‘The Whale’ 
before moving on to a study of Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Kasper: Prince of Cats’. In maths, we are starting the 
half-term by looking at multiplication and division strategies. We will then move on towards decimal fractions.  
 
Our art module this term is ‘making monotypes’, which will be a really engaging exploration of print-making. 
We will be exploring what Sikhism can teach us about equality in RE, and are moving away from the recorder 
and towards musical theatre in our music lessons. We will be looking at yoga and dance in PE this half-term.  
 
Reading  
We get asked regularly ‘how can we help at home?’ READING is the key! There is a strong correlation 
between children's reading ability and their writing and spoken language abilities. 
 
In KS2, we encourage children to adopt healthy reading habits at home. Therefore, all children have access 
to their class book corner daily and are able to change books when ready to do so. In addition to this, all the 
children have weekly access to the school library on Thursday afternoons, where they can change their books 
and explore the wonderful collection that the space has to offer.  
 
Please encourage your child to read regularly (ideally 5 times a week for at least 10 minutes) and take time 
to discuss with your child what they are reading. If your child wants to access reading material from home, 
they are welcome to bring it into school to read. 
 
Homework 
A reminder of St Paul’s homework expectations: 
 

1. Pupils should read every day for a minimum of 10 minutes 
2. Pupils should use Spelling Shed, 3 times a week for 15 minutes  
3. Pupils should use Timestables Rockstars, 3 times a week for 15 minutes 

 
We ask you to please initial your child’s diary to show that they have completed their core home learning. I 
will gather in the homework packs and check through diaries on a Friday. I check participation with the above 
websites regularly. 
 
Home Learning Ideas - These activities will provide a menu of possible extensions for your child to carry on 
with their learning at home.  They do not need to be 'handed in' formally, but please do encourage your child 
to share their efforts with their teacher if they would like to. This is a good opportunity for you and your child 
to take their learning one step further. 
 
PE kit and uniform 
In order to enable the children to use the full PE sessions each week for physical activity our class will 
continue to wear their PE kits on their PE days for the whole day at school. 



 
On Wednesday and Friday, please send your child in the school 
PE kit for the day. They do not need their normal school uniform 
on that day. 
 
P.E. Kit 

• plain white t-shirt 
• plain navy blue or black shorts or navy blue or black tracksuit bottoms 
• trainers or plimsolls  

Children should then wear their school jumper on top of these items.  
 
School uniform  

• a grey skirt, pinafore dress or trousers or shorts (no leggings, jeans or tracksuit bottoms) 
• a royal blue check dress can be worn for the summer 
• a white shirt or a white or royal blue polo-shirt 
• a royal blue sweatshirt, zip-through, V-neck sweater or cardigan *preferably with the school logo 
• black shoes (no shoes should have high heels) 
• white or grey socks or tights 

 
Jewellery and nail varnish must not be worn in school. The only exceptions are watches and studs for 
pierced ears or medical bracelets. These items must be removed during lessons involving physical 
exercise. Long hair should be tied back. 

 
Please ensure that your child’s name is on every item of clothing. 

 
Lunches 
It saves lots of time in school if you are able to do your child’s lunch choices before school. You are able to 
do a term’s decisions at a time so can log in now and do all the choices until Christmas! We are not able to 
do this and have to instead do them daily which takes time in the mornings. If you have forgotten or 
misplaced your login details, please contact the office who can provide you with a reminder of your login 
details.  
 
Snack 
Children may bring in a healthy snack at playtimes, which is usually a piece of fruit or vegetable. Please 
remember we are a nut and sesame free school, please consider all items your child brings in to eat as nut 
and sesame products are in many things you might not realise: sesame topped bread, sesame rolled sushi, 
Kinder Bueno products, Nutella products, many hummus products contain sesame oil. Many thanks for your 
support protecting our children.  
 
Parent and staff communication 
Please hand any notes to me in the mornings, these can be passed directly or your child can pass them to 
me.  I must be informed if your child is going home with someone else on a particular day, 
unless it is a regular arrangement that I am already aware of.  I will not allow any child to leave with any other 
adult, including extended family members, unless you have informed me.   
 
Please do speak to me if you have any concerns or queries or contact the office who will forward your 
message to me or email otter@stpauls.cambs.sch.uk 
 
I am looking forwards to what will be another wonderful term with Otter class. 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Miss Mollie Clegg 


