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Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope your children have enjoyed a fun break and hopefully managed to get active out in the sunshine.
Below is the normal regular routine for Squirrel class:

8:55-9:10 early work — times tables/spelling/reading
9:10-10:10 maths

10:10-10:30 Break time

10:50 -11:05 handwriting/sentence coaching/spelling
11:05 -12 English

12-1 Lunch

1-1:30 reading/library

1:30-2:20 science/French/computing/PSHE
2:20-3:10 RE/history/PE/music/DT

Every minute of learning counts so please ensure your child has arrived into the classroom by 8:55am.

Curriculum
This term we are looking at Invaders and Settlers — The Norman Conquest in history and Settlements in
Geography. Please see the topic map for the curriculum outline.

Reading

Reading is vital. Even in KS2! The best way to encourage reading is to read aloud to your child every day.
Not only is reading the door to knowledge but it is also the best way to improve spelling and | will be
encouraging the children to read at every opportunity. We will be reading lessons daily with your children
and there are reading activities in class constantly but there is nothing better than reading to and sharing
books with a parent or carer. Please invest this time with your child...it will make all the difference!

The children are able to bring home books from our reading corner to read at home and in school but are
also welcome to bring in any book they are reading at home into school as well.

Homework

Times tables — continue to practise all your times tables. See Google Classroom for a website to support
this.

Times Tables Rock Stars — we will be rolling this out for maths homework, the expectation is all children
must be doing this weekly. More details will follow.

Spelling Shed - we will be rolling this out for regular spelling homework, the expectation is all children must
be doing this weekly. More details will follow.

Home Learning Ideas - these activities will provide a menu of possible extensions for your child to carry on
with their learning at home. They do not need to be 'handed in' formally, but please do encourage your
child to share their efforts with their teacher if they would like to.

Water Bottles

Please provide your child with a clearly named water bottle each day. Please use a permanent marker or
label with your child's full name and class.

We will keep a small supply of school water bottles available for children who have forgotten theirs/or until a
bottle is brought into school.

This change takes place after careful consideration of the various issues around providing them. Thank you
for your cooperation with this and if you have any concerns around providing a bottle please do come in
and speak to us.

Snack
Children may bring in a healthy snack at playtimes, which is usually a piece of fruit or vegetable.
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PE kit and uniform

Our P.E. lessons will be outdoor PE on Wednesday and Friday afternoons. All children must wear their PE
kit to school for the day. Long hair needs to be tied back and earrings removed for health and safety
reasons, we are unable to help the children with the removal of earrings so please support them in learning
how to remove them, if necessary they can be reinserted by your afterschool. Please ensure as it gets
colder that your child’s PE kit is clothing that they will be warm in all day long.

P.E. Kit
. plain white t-shirt
. plain navy blue or black shorts or navy blue or black tracksuit bottoms
. trainers or plimsolls

Children should then wear their school jumper on top of these items.

School uniform

. a grey skirt, pinafore dress or trousers or shorts (no leggings, jeans or tracksuit bottoms)

. a royal blue check dress can be worn for the summer

. a white shirt or a white or royal blue polo-shirt

. a royal blue sweatshirt, zip-through, V-neck sweater or cardigan *preferably with the school logo
. black shoes (no shoes should have high heels)

. white or grey socks or tights

Jewellery and nail varnish must not be worn in school. The only exceptions are watches and studs for
pierced ears or medical bracelets. These items must be removed during lessons involving physical
exercise. Long hair should be tied back.

Please ensure that your child’s name is on every item of clothing.

Lunches

It saves lots of time in school if you are able to do your child’s lunch choices before school. You are able to
do a term’s decisions at a time so can log in now and do all the choices until Easter! We are not able to do
this and have to instead do them daily which takes time in the mornings. If you have forgotten or misplaced
your login details, please contact Ms Hao in the office who can provide you with a reminder of your login
details.

Parent and staff communication

Please hand any notes to me in the mornings, these can be passed directly or your child can pass them to
me. | must be informed if your child is going home with someone else on a particular day, unless itis a
regular arrangement that | am already aware of. | will not allow any child to leave with any other adult,
including extended family members, unless you have informed me. Please do speak to me if you have any
concerns or queries or contact the office who will forward your message to me or email
squirrel@stpauls.cambs.sch.uk

Kind Regards,

Mr Paul Toghill


mailto:squirrel@stpauls.cambs.sch.uk

